Beeswaxing.
 (Warning, you can shrink your boots and ruin them if you are not careful.)

The idea of bees waxing is not really to put a layer of wax on your boots bit to heat up the leather and force bees wax into the leather in order to harden it. This then prevents the majority of polish cracking of because of the rigidity of the leather.

Equipment:

Beeswax

String

Burner & Gas

Lighter or matches

Polish

Nylon

Brushes on & off

Hammer or a bit of stick (for packing and shaping)

Selvyte (diddley)

Newspaper

Protective material for surfaces (or just more newspaper)
Preparation:
Protect your surfaces.
Give your boots a good brush polish in preparation for the burning.

Stuffing:
Get sheets of old newspaper and pack it tightly into your boots until you get to about the second lace hole from the bottom. 

Tie up the boots as you would with a pair of laces and stuff with paper almost all the way to the top.

Use the shaft of a hammer or a bit of stick to push the paper right into the boots so there are no spaces.

This usually takes me about 20 minutes to get it right.

When you are happy they are stuffed have a look at the shape of the boot. If there are any uneven bits where you have stuffed them oddly bang them back into shape with the hammer/stick.

Burning:
Light up your burner and pass the flame over a small area of the boot. You have to do this quickly and not concentrate the flame in one place for too long as this will shrink and ruin the leather.
As the leather warms up rub the bees wax into the warmed area.

Go over the area you just waxed with the burner and warm it up again.
As the bees wax soaks in rub in more.

Repeat this over and over until the leather won’t accept any more wax. This is indicated by tiny bubbling in the wax when you pass the burner over it.

Do this all over the boots until you have waxed the whole of the leather.

Be extra careful around the stitched areas.
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If you have done it right this should take around 1.5 to 2 hours and is both scary and boring. Tapping the leather will also show you that the leather has hardened the difference is quite noticeable

I like to clear off excess wax while the boots are still warm and you can smooth off the surface with a pair of rolled up nylons. (One time use only as they go solid)

Clear out any excess wax from the welts and around the sole and generally clean up the boots to get a smooth surface.

Bulling:

I like to leave my boots over night and give the wax time to set hard. I then cut the laces and clean up the area around the eyelets so it is nice and smooth.
Pull out all the paper and you are now ready to bull your boots.

Next comes the bit you can access freely the guide to shiny shoes
If you do muck up and cannot exchange them at the QM’s there is a guardsman on eBay and some boots for sale but hopefully not. At the end you will have a gleaming pair of boots that still fit.
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Probably a different pair but all done by me the same way.

There are different ways and probably better ways but I have been doing this since 1979 and have had no complaints so far. I hope my guide helps you and you have a great end result. I have had lots of feedback from people who have not had me wax or bull but used my guides with successful results.

I was taught this for free so will never charge for advice.

Paul Trow

The_butler
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